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14. According to Mishnah Berurah (436:9) this refers to one who is going on a long trip or
a sea journey. Even though he plans to return in ample time before Pesach, we are concerned
that he might be delayed. One who leaves on a short trip and plans to return before the night
of the fourteenth, need not take these measures. If, however, he plans to return within a short
time before the search must begin, we are concerned that he may be delayed and, therefore,
he should take the steps outlined in this paragraph.
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(because we ask questions and explain the laws of Pesach thirty days before Pesach),
thus you must search the room. Even if, inadvertently, you forgot to make the
search, you must empty the storeroom, and make the search in the night, immedi-
ately after you become aware of your oversight.

April 9 14) If you store wheat that has not become chametz, in a pit, but afterwards,
because of the dampness of the pit, the wheat at the bottom of the pit and at the
sides became chametz; then, even if it was stored there within thirty days, you need
not empty the pit on the night of the fourteenth and search it, rather reciting the
nullification is enough, since it was stored in a permissible manner. If some of the
wheat was chametz (when stored); there are many differing opinions about this, and
in such case you should consult a qualified posek.

15) You should not throw grain to the chickens in a moist place during the thirty
days before Pesach, for you may forget to burn it.

16) Before starting on a trip,!4 you should appoint an agent to search and
nullify your chametz. You should tell him explicitly, that you appoint him as your
agent to make the search and the nullification. When making the nullification the
agent says, “The chametz of so-and-so etc.” Nevertheless, wherever you happen to
be on the morning of erev Pesach, you should nullify the chametz on your premises.

17) If you find chametz in your house on Chol Hamoed, you should take it out and
burn it, and if it is the quantity of a kazayis, ! you should first say the berachah: Al
biur chametz, 16 but if it is less than a kazayis, you do not say a berachah. If you find
the chametz on Yom Tov or on the Shabbos of Chol Hamoed, or on the Shabbos which
occurs on erev Pesach,17 when it is forbidden to handle the chametz because it is
muktzeh, you should cover it with a vessel until the conclusion of Yom Tov, or the
conclusion of Shabbos, and then you should burn it. If you find chametz on the last
two days of Pesach, in which case at the conclusion of Yom Tov, Pesach has already
ended, you do not say the berachah when burning it. You should burn it without
saying the berachah, even though its quantity is as much as a kazayis.

15. See glossary.

16. If, however, you searched your house properly and nullified all chametz before Pesach,
and then found chametz on Chol Hamoed, according to some later Poskim, the original berachah
you made before Pesach suffices even for the chametz you found on Chol Hamoed. Other Poskim
maintain that a new berachah should be recited. Since there is a question, the rule of “doubtful
berachos” applies and the berachah should not be recited. (Ibid. 435:5)

17. After the fifth hour of the day has passed.
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Chapter 112

Chametz That is Forbidden to be Kept on Pesach and
That Which May be Kept on Pesach

1) Any food that contains a mixture of chametz even if the chametz is not actually
present, but only the taste of the chametz remained after the chametz itself was
removed, is forbidden to be kept during Pesach. However, if the food never con-
tained chametz but was cooked in a vessel used for chametz, even if chametz was
cooked in the vessel that day, or if an item was pickled in a vessel used for chametz,
you are permitted to keep it during Pesach, ! provided it was cooked or pickled before
Pesach; but if the cooking or pickling was done on Pesach in a vessel used for chametz,
the food item must be burned.

2) If grain contains some seeds that have sprouted or were split open, even if
only a few of them were mixed in a large quantity, or if water has fallen on the grain,
or it was washed with water, it is forbidden to keep (such grain during Pesach), and
anything that was prepared from such grain, is forbidden to be kept during Pesach.
If you sell your neighbor grain that has become wet, you must let him know this, so
that he will not keep it in his possession during Pesach. You are forbidden to sell it
to a non-Jew, when you are concerned that the non-Jew will sell it to a Jew who will
keep it during Pesach.

3) Clothes that were laundered and starched with wheat starch are permitted to
be worn on Pesach, but you should not spread a tablecloth if there is any starch on
it, for there is concern that some particles may flake off, and most certainly it is
forbidden to put the Pesach flour into such a cloth.

4) You are allowed to paste paper on a window even during the thirty days before
Pesach, provided the chametz is not visible. Since the paste is not absolute chametz,
and it is also covered up, the Sages did not rule stringently in this case. But, if the
paste is visible, it is forbidden. But before the thirty days, it is permitted in any case.

April 10 5) If ink was prepared with beer before Pesach, you are permitted to write with
it on Chol Hamoed Pesach, because it has become unfit even for dog food before
Pesach. The same law applies to all similar cases where chametz has become spoiled
and totally unfit before Pesach. You may derive benefit from such chametz and keep
it on Pesach. But if a non-Jew prepared ink with beer on Pesach, a Jew is forbidden to
derive benefit from it, because the chametz belonging to a non-Jew is also forbidden
for a Jew to benefit from on Pesach.

6) All vessels that you are not kashering for Pesach must be scrubbed thoroughly
on erev Pesach before the sixth hour, and rinsed in such a way that no chametz is

1. This is permitted only if it is removed from the chametz vessel and put into a Pesach
vessel. You should take care to put the food in a place where you or others do not usually go,
in order to prevent anyone from eating the food on Pesach. (Mishnah Berurah 442:1)



